
 

 

An Open Letter to President Obama 
August. 13, 2013 

Dear President Obama: 

On July 19, you said “Trayvon Martin could have been me 35 years ago.”  You 

also said “There are very few African American men in this country who haven’t 

had the experience of being followed when they are shopping at a department 

store.   Your passion to eliminate racial discrimination is very moving. 

We would like to call your attention to the racial discrimination in the world, 

especially in Taiwan.  Last month a Taiwanese soldier, Corporal Hong, was 

tortured to death by a number of his superiors, and the ROC Army tried to 

cover-up the incidence as an accident.  This resulted into uproar and strong 

demonstrations. The demonstration on August 3 had a recorded 250,000 

Taiwanese demonstrators calling for the resignation of ROC president Ma 

Ing-jeou. 

On October 25, 1945 Chiang Kai-shek’s army followed General MacArthur’s 

order to receive the surrender of Japanese army in Taiwan.  Afterwards the 

Chinese remained ruler over Taiwan.  The ROC was ousted from mainland 

China in 1949.    Today the ROC is only a defunct government in Taiwan, but 

it is a dictatorship government.  Taiwan, or the Republic of China (ROC), is not 

a state in the international community. 

The 228 Genocide started on February 28th, 1947. Official reports say more 

than 50,000 people were murdered by the Chinese occupying force.  But a few 

years later official census showed more than 130,000 people were either 

deceased or missing.  Most of those murdered were society leaders and highly 

educated elites.  The United States has never protested the ROC’s dictatorship.   

Today there are 23 million people living in Taiwan; 20 million Taiwanese ruled 

by 3 million Chinese.  The Taiwanese are not Chinese, and the Taiwanese have 

been severely discriminated against by the ruling Chinese even today.  The 

Taiwanese have been living in fear for 68 years.  There are very few Taiwanese 

who haven’t had the experience of being watched by Chinese secret police.  

Former Taiwanese president Chen Suei-bian was arrested on false accusations 



 

 

and sentenced to 18 years in jail.  He is still incarcerated today and his life is 

in danger.  

Mr. President, racial discriminations and ethnic massacres do exist worldwide 

and they are much worse than in the US.  Your passion to eliminate racial 

discrimination in the US is noble and commendable.  Mr. President, when you 

act on behalf of black Americans, we also wish you to act on behalf of 20 million 

Taiwanese who have been living in hell for so long. 

 

Very respectfully yours, 

 

Southern California Taiwanese Club    
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