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FAPA: former President Chen's suicide bid
due to inadequate medical treatment

In the evening of Sunday June 2nd, former President
Chen Shui-bian reportedly tried to hang himself in Pei-teh
Prison in Taichung. This is apparently the third or fourth
time that the former President has attempted to take his
own life.

The Formosan Association for Public Affairs - a
Washington DC-based Taiwanese-American grassroots
organization — expresses its deep concern about this
further downturn in the former President's health.
According to FAPA, this serious deterioration is primarily
due to the fact that the former President has received
inadequate medical care since he was moved to Pei-teh
Prison in Taichung on April 19th.

Until April 19th the former President was held at the
Taipei Veterans General Hospital where he received
treatment for his medical and psychiatric ailments from an
expert team at TVGH, headed by a top psychiatrist, Dr.
Chou Yuan-hwa.

However, at Pei-teh Prison, there is no medical team.
Medical staff from surrounding hospitals are called in on a
case-by-case basis. In fact, his medical records were not
even transferred from TVGH to Pei-teh Prison.

Reportedly, since April 19th, there have not been any

treatment sessions to deal with his mental depression,
just one weekly brief visit from a doctor at the Taichung
Veterans General Hospitalln addition, at TVGH, members
of his volunteer medical team could visit him whenever
needed. However, at Pei-teh Prison in Taichung they need
to apply for permission to visit Chen through a legislator,
and the legislator needs to accompany them on the visit.
The volunteer medical team is also not allowed to write
anything down during their visit, making it difficult for
them to keep a record.

A number of key members of the US Congress, including
Congressmen Steve Chabot (who traveled to Taiwan to
visit Chen last month) and Robert Andrews, and Senators
Sherrod Brown and Lisa Murkowski have urged the

government of President Ma Ying-jeou to grant a medical
parole that allows former President Chen to either go home
and receive treatment there, or be transferred to a real
hospital where specialized medical and psychiatric care is
available. This was also the recommendation from the top
psychiatric specialist at TVGH.

FAPA will continue to work with the US Congress and
the Obama Administration to make it clear to the Taiwan
authorities that continued imprisonment of former President
Chen is severely damaging the international image of
Taiwan as a free and democratic nation, and that release on
medical parole is the only humanitarian and responsible
solution
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Listening to President Chen giving his will

fRéRs R B/ AR B R

Bf% (Prof. Chen Shuen-Shen)

Translated by Professor Jay Tu

AV E - BAZEEEUE - NEAERAVESE -
HiBR X E ARSI - HEERERE R - iR
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B S AR AT A FRAV—E/ NS TEREE o Bt
TR T R > FrnlEst s ~ RORIERERGEREE - I
EFRER T HAERIEETSL - AR REERERR - FTLA
PIERGSETT - 5IEMRmAVHEEM -

o] R ARG IR B TGS BRI - DABCA
HEE S REMB SEIEL - AR MAYEERSE
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President Chen, while stuttering badly, told me and other
visitors his thoughts. I could tell from his words his
devotion to Taiwan, his expectation to his fellow DPP
members, and his unmistakable disappointments.

GV TR R BRI (SRR ACTHY T HEER
o BRGSO Ry T P ERRESE ) -
KFdEaE EE =80 - Btk " e R
migsekE " GENETE L, - FIFEBEEEREA I T &
B —E—E, -

He points out that it is a very tough mission to achieve
Taiwan Independence. Chiang and his son imposed
"Republic of China" over Taiwan, Lee called it "Republic of
China ON TAIWAN", while President Chen took three steps,
starting with "Taiwan is Republic of China", then "Taiwan
is NOT China", and then the final step, "Taiwan and China
are two Different Countries Across the Strait." His last step
angered both China and the US.

HEEANWAFEE " BEPRESE , DU T U EE
PEMA TS EHSEAR SR, - BT A - B
SORUSSEE] ~ PEIERELIGRY - T MtBU e ERTIR
BH

The actual actions he took to abolish "National Unification
Policy" and to seek "UN and WTO Memberships in names
of Taiwan", made the US, China, and deep blue people
enraged, leading to his current imprisonment,

R B B R T - R - 4015
IRy WEFHERN/ FER = Uy - BT 6
B RN NEZHEE L5 - S LR R )
BEEEEREEAN  CEEER S HEGRERE - &
Faaaid it - M 8 e CRIGmE D) - B
ATETAK -

He knew that he could not achieve Taiwan Independence
during his terms but he would like to build a foundation and
a momentum, so that his successors could continue to
push and to complete it. However, he is disappointed

and saddened that DPP and its presidential candidates all
abandoned it and chose to steer clear of it. He worries about
the future of Taiwan and understands the hopeless situation
of his, both driving him into deep depression.

— S E BRI - BRI B IRAR NS
AHEITE - IASETER » RIEZEGE NERBEERE -
FTLARES ISR SCE - WERUEUIZ ~ MEEHEY ~ 5
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As a psychiatric doctor, I was able to listen to him, a
wrongfully accused and imprisoned former President, to
know first-hand why he attempted suicide. This is why |
wrote this report so that Taiwanese will understand him and
be inspired. All other visitors heard the same statement as [
reported here. The prison authority also recorded the whole
conversation.

SGEEEPURHRTR - MESE IS AE - HEER
B ZERTIH A TR o B T 2B HA AT T i
A T FRIER S ST LR | RIZ AP - ek
SFFE RN AN T » PaF ST st
JEER 2 fhal%s o EREARTE EAVEUIRRGEE T - Bl iz
LN - BBGRITECER T MMIEAECHE
T LHEEEEBEET MRNMERTY AR | BT
SCRHHL » FSEE M E FAE - B L aRE Y —Elo |

When he was discussing Taiwan's future and politics, he
kept on talking even though he was stuttering badly and his
right hand was trembling uncontrollably. When the topic
turned to his illness and his appetite, he told us that he ate
everything sent to him by the supporters (Note that there is
a group of supporters who deliver daily meals to him and
maintain a daily journal on the web.) When we asked him
what he ate for lunch, he replied that he did not bother to
remember these daily trivia because he had better use for
his badly reduced memory capacity. I was saddened
upon hearing this. I wonder why he would still care so much
about Taiwan when he is in such a bad shape.

et PRIIERS %6 H4 HTRGEGTATE - e Ry
ERAERE LIRS - IR ERE e - 1M
N ERFT LU H TR ARSI -

Note: After reading this article, Janice Chen, the leader of
the volunteer medical team, believes that President Chen is
giving us his will because he knows that he could die any
time. Now we know the real reason behind his suicide
attempt, not due to those minor issues announced by
Ministry of Justice.

June 5, 2013
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Dr. Chen Shuen-Shen, who is an expert of neurology and psychiatry, visited President Chen for a third time after he was

forcefully transferred to Taichung Prison. This visit is also after the recent attempted suicide by President Chen. I translate

his account of his visit below, not word for word.

il 2% & =

&dt7s HEBE)

Jay Tu

Snow Storm of June in Taipei
My Third Visit to See President Chen in Taichung Prison

PRy R E /M 8 FRIIERS (Prof. Chen Shuen-Shen)
Translated by Professor Jay Tu
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After I finished my clinic duties at my hospital in the
morning, I took the rest of the day off and took the high
speed train to Taichung to visit President Chen in the
afternoon. In the evening, I presented my visit report to the
volunteer medical team in Taipei.

NI AEIE RO EHBE R G R LT E
PEE =TT A G TR ER AR - FfThRE /N
EASANERARIES B = E - HINELR ST
A B TEBERFR I B A EF T N -

My visit was arranged by DPP legislator Ms. Yu and |
was accompanied by Prof. Chen Long-Chi and Mr. Huang.
First time, I was able to say Hi to the Taichung Prison
warden, Mr. Chang.
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I brought with me my diagnostic bag and requested
permission from warden Chang to let me conduct treatment
for President Chen. Warden Chang refused and told me that
it would cause trouble for him because his superior won't
allow it. However, I thought to myself that I could still
conduct a proper treatment for President Chen even if you
stripped me off all my belongings.
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At 3 pm, I entered the shack constructed with sheet metal
to house President Chen. They springled water on the roof
to keep the temperature down and had the electric fan
running at full speed, but President Chen was still dripping
with sweat and his shirt was all wet. Mrs. Chen was visiting
him but she stayed out of the air flow of the fan to avoid

catching cold. Both of them greeted us.
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After exchanging some pleasantries with the visitors,
President Chen suddenly became emotional and proclaimed
that Ministry of Justice (MOJ) lied in their news release on
his suicide attempt. President Chen told us that his suicide
attempt was due to his severe depression, not merely due to
the news regarding the new pardon law designed to set KMT
Yen free and the obstacles he faces to become a DPP
member. He complained that MOJ did not respect his
privacy and released the information with their own
speculation without his permission.
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Due to his severe depression and the decay of his front
brain lobe, his emotion and mind are unable to escape the
state of hopelessness and helplessness. During the day, the
visitors, from his family, friends, legislators, and medical
team, are able to keep him company to release his tension.
However, when the night falls with all visitors being sent
away, loneliness and depression torture him relentlessly.
When he was at Taipei General Veteran Hospital, Dr. Chou
Yuan-Hwa, his appointed psychiatrist, arranged three one
hour treatment sessions for him with psychiatrists each week
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and I myself was able to see him every other week for two
hours. With medication, we were able to release and contain
his symptoms.

HPRKRRMR (3 H ) - FHREEE - BEIFEE%
I_E[EERERF BB R IR - 2EIFTA R ﬁ%ié sl
- 2R A PN BB RS - ZIRRIASE

’“EP% ) FAORE30 T ER ZE DUHE = (R BT > PR
H%?r%fd“’ \ﬁE’WKHEEELié‘é_% MERE S BT B

i > 5 RIREEE NN OEE - SRR - ek -
AR Llﬁbm@lﬁ%ﬂﬁ“iﬁﬂ)ﬁ » FTLUEBSE
SR

In the evening of June 3, President Chen's mood was
down again due to his depression. On top of that, he
thought of the new pardon law which exonerates all
embezzlement cases of discretionary funds in Taiwan for
everybody except him, even though he did not embezzle any
money but used his presidential discretionary fund for
top-secret diplomatic efforts to fight for Taiwan's survival on
the international stage. But here he is, the only one who is
not exonerated and is serving lengthy jail terms. With his
sadness becoming unbearable, he tied three pieces of towel
together with one end around his neck and the other end to
a faucet. He then laid himself flat to choke himself to death.
The inmates assigned to watch over him noticed that he
disappeared from the monitor screen and heard some
choking noise. They rushed over to save him. He did
not tell these young Taiwanese inmates why he attempted
suicide. Therefore, it is false when MOJ states that he told
the rescuers why he wanted to kill himself.
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Afterward, he requested to see a doctor repeatedly. After
over an hour of wait, a resident of Pei-Deh Hospital finally
showed up. This doctor is not a specialist in neurology or
psychiatric treatment and he did not even know why he was
called to see President Chen. The doctor asked him where
his discomfort was but President Chen refused to answer to
this clueless doctor. Around 11:40 pm, the prison authority
finally informed the psychiatric director of Taichung
General Veteran Hospital, who visited him for about 20
minutes. He simply wanted to quit. Even with the
psychiatric medication, his condition has not improved and
he wanted to give up living.
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The volunteer medical team called a news conference.
They pointed out the ridicule of releasing someone who
spent public money to wine and dine in a night club, while
almost letting a former president of Taiwan die. DPP
legislator Kao Chih-Peng pleaded for humanity to those
who accused President Chen of acting in his suicide attempt.
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DPP legislator, Dr. Chen Chih-Mai, pointed out that Dr.
Chou Yuan-Hwa alerted the government the importance of
suicide prevention. However, "Where was the medical care
which was supposed to be offered by Taichung General
Veteran Hospital?", demanded by Dr. Chen. Ma should be
condemned for his role in violating the medical human
rights of President Chen.
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Dr. Chen Chiao-Chi of Makay Hospital, a renowned
psychiatrist, told reporters that President Chen knew very
well what death meant to him. He considered death as the
most effective way to declare his innocence. A patient who
attempted suicide will try again. It is a national tragedy
when we harbor the circumstance leading to the suicide of a
former president.
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Today, an extremely rare "Snow Storm of June" hit. Hail
storm raid Taipei, bombarding the building of Judicial
Tower, causing panic among judges and legal staff inside.
The tarp covering the 4th floor roof of the constitution
court was blown away by the storm (see picture
below), and its underneath sheathing was fractured
into fragments, spreading all over the ground below.
It is an OMEN! Be aware, the self-degrading judicial

system of Taiwan.
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