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Abusing Power: Is Ma's Taiwan the Unbeautiful Island?
&K (Jack Healey )

Since 2012 visit made by the Human Rights Action
Center, much has changed for Chen Shui-bian and the
people of Taiwan. After visiting in 2013, while the material

conditions of his detention have been improved, and that
is an important step to have achieved, he is still
incarcerated. In his recent words, "no matter how nice
things may appear, a prison is a prison is a prison." His
political opponents may call for him to serve out his term
and to protest that he is given better conditions than the
bulk of the island's prison population. Outsiders may defer
judging the situation owing to their non-expert status on

Taiwan's legal codes and procedures. We submit that there
are some clear and simple reasons why we believe that

Chen Shui-bian's freedom is important irrespective of
whether or not he is guilty of the charges that have been

levied against him so far.

Although his medical care seems to have improved since
2012's visit by HRAC, his clinical conditions are still
leaving more than a little to be desired. Serious sleep
apnea, xerostomia, and weakness might not immediately
arouse outsider concern. But the allegations ofneurological
problems, kidney issues, and peripheral -circulation
problems might. For a former president to admit to facing
incontinence, demonstrating fairly heavy tremors in his
hand, and displaying an intermittent stutter that renders

him unable to speak confidently is fairly unusual, but to
recognize that there are credible allegations of a number of
his serious medical concerns being generated, worsened, or
made permanent due to medically abandoning negligence
and/or dangerously rushed batteries of tests is
unprecedented for a politician in recent memory. Protests
by the government that his medical records can't be
released don't gel well with the assertions that they've been
released to his family and are available to independent
examination if they'll allow it. Are his medical records
available for examination or not? If the family agrees (and
they have) to allow such an examination, what message
might the current Kuomintang President Ma intend by
putting gag orders on their examination? We request
anyone with authority to provide us with such information
or at least to remove all barriers to it.

In our meetings in Taiwan, we were informed by some
people from Chen's own medical team, his popular
supporters, opposition DPPI oyalists, KMT officials,and the
rest that releasing someone is not allowed until after all
extant legal proceedings are discharged through to a

verdict. Without getting into the specifics of the island's

legal structures, it is mind-boggling that nobody was able
to simply tell us how many pending cases exist or what

the expected timeframe would be for their resolution.
There are strong inferences that can be made when a

prosecutor under Ma's direct authority is refusing to
simply release this sort of information. The impression is
that there is a concerted effort to simply introduce
additional cases as necessary to provide an endless parade
of judicial procedure. This allows the governing party to
claim on one hand an "inability" to provide any sort of

relief or parole or pardon, while on the other hand
helping to actually create the conditions that prevent such
consideration. A reasonable judicial system would be
transparent as to remaining charges and a reasonable
timeline for their resolution. We ask authorities to provide
a definitive answer to this question and to ensure a
reasonably speedy resolution of proceedings against Chen.
Human rights are not very easy to separate from one
another. Separating principles and ideas away from one
another in this way is like trying to cleave parts of the
mind away from one another. It just doesn't really work. In

a world that respects human rights, all people have
complete access to the rights enumerated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and for all the rights that are
implied therein. The question of releasing Chen Shui-bian
is about principle more than people. Disrespecting
principles of legal rights and protections puts everyone at
risk. Having the first-and-only member of the opposition
in a new multiparty Taiwan jailed is only a piece of the
problem, but it is an important and imperative one. Taiwan
was once named Ilha Formosa by the Portuguese. It
means "beautiful island." As the hard-won expansions of
human rights are eroded symbolically and actually, we
find that it gets a little less beautiful every day.

So the threat with Taiwan, while very much signaled by
and tied to Chen's apparent victimization at the hands of

an angry, vindictive, and powerful Ma Ying-jeou, is larger
than one person. Chen's case speaks to the overcrowding

which plagues the prisons, the use of the law to pursue
political revenge against anyone who fails to fall in line
(including some from within the KMT party itself). The
message that is sent symbolically by ruthless pursuit of a
former head-of-state for nonviolent charges (the only
person from outside the formerly one-party system of the
KMT to hold the top office), the message is that dissent

will not be tolerated. By extension, the extinction of a
culture of vibrant dissent is a slow flickering death to the
recently lit candle of democracy. Free Chen Shui-bian to
go home as an already broken former leader and retain
what little is left of Taiwan's respect on the political stage
of democracy. Keep Taiwan beautiful. Free Chen Shui-
bian.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jack-healey/abusing-
power-is-mas-taiw_b_4479225 . html
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By Kevin Elliott
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Joanna Lo : Dear Taiwanese friends, this song is written
by my British friend to ex-President Chen Shui-Bian. He
urges that the Taiwanese should stand up bravely to voice
for Chen's human rights. My friend in the UK is so
concerned about ex-president Chen's plight that he has
written a song about it, asking for his release. If his
condition moves people 6,000 miles away to do these
things, why can't we do something about him here? Let's
sing this song to A-Bian! We call upon President Ma Jing-
jeou to release ex-president Chen Shui-bian, let him go
back home to celebrate New Year with his family. My
foreigner friends heard this song and were much moved by
it. I wish that this song can move the Taiwanese as well.
Stop jailing Chen Shui-Bian. Release A-Bian.

Kevin Elliott : Taiwanese ex-president Chen Shui-bian has
been languishing in prison for 5 years and is in declining
health. His hospital has recommended his immediate
release to best facilitate his recovery, as he has been held in
inhuman conditions, including constant 24-hour light
exposure, constant surveillance and has endured
persecution of his friends and family for most of this time.
Other groups, such as Amnesty and the US Congress have
also pressured for his release. As a Christmas present to
him I wrote, recorded and produced this song for him. It
was done in a bit of a hurry and I'm no singer so there are a
few rough edges - forgive me for those!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y 70x VXbOt4dw

Lyries (G

A star in the east is burning bright, a star that they tried to
kill its light,

A star that is keeping up the fight; Oh, Chen Shui-bian
shine on! Oh, Chen

Shui-bian shine on!
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Expose you to constant electric light, on all day and on all
night,

Deprive you of all your human rights, Oh, Chen Shui-ban
shine on! Oh, Chen Shui-ban shine on!

B HBRGTRERRERE R

FIEIRFTARIARE - 1 ROKR - T |

W Pk o AR |

You gave off warm humanity, gave Taiwan its integrity,
Dragged it into this century, Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine on!
Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine on!
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They trapped you with their insanity, cooked evidence you
didn 't see.

We 'll sing for you until you 're free, Oh, Chen Shui-bian
shine on! Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine on!

PR AE S ALK A ER - (ARSI EEE -
B R IREEERE R Ak 1 KR - B !
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Chorus

Jail Star, bright is the star in Taichung Jail.

Jail Star, for your release our prayers won 't fail.

FRNER - FaEREEHE R Rz -
FRER BRI EE R A% -
Eyes looking east across the strait covet your island, they
can't wait;

Liberty, freedom know their fate, Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine
on! Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine on!
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Free him before it gets too late, Release him, don 't
incarcerate,

A Bian, the man for the sovereign state, Oh, Chen Shui-
bian shine on! Oh, Chen Shui-bian shine on!

TSRS S Z AR » Rl - A8 A
Peffes - AE(E K T FRERRR
e > KR - IR | BRI
Chorus (x2)
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